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INTRODUCTION: Video of Australian and Aboriginal Flags
Song: “I am (We are) Australian” – The Seekers

Lyrics by Bruce Woodley and Dobe Newton
music by Bruce Woodley

I came from the dreamtime, from the dusty red soil plains
I am the ancient heart, the keeper of the flame.
I stood upon the rocky shore, I watched the tall ships come.
For forty thousand years I’ve been the first Australian.

We are one, but we are many
And from all the lands on earth we come
We share a dream and sing with one voice:
I am, you are, we are Australian

I came upon the prison ship, bowed down by iron chains.
I cleared the land, endured the lash and waited for the rains.
I’m a settler, I’m a farmer’s wife on a dry and barren run
A convict then a free man, I became Australian.

We are one, but we are many
And from all the lands on earth we come
We share a dream and sing with one voice:
I am, you are, we are Australian

I’m the daughter of a digger who sought the mother lode
The girl became a woman on the long and dusty road
I’m a child of the depression, I saw the good times come
I’m a bushy, I’m a battler, I am Australian

We are one, but we are many
And from all the lands on earth we come
We share a dream and sing with one voice:
I am, you are, we are Australian

I’m a teller of stories, I’m a singer of songs
I am Albert Namatjira, I paint the ghostly gums
I am Clancy on his horse, I’m Ned Kelly on the run
I’m the one who waltzed Matilda, I am Australian

We are one, but we are many
And from all the lands on earth we come
We share a dream and sing with one voice:
I am, you are, we are Australian

I’m the hot wind from the desert, I’m the black soil of the plains
I’m the mountains and the valleys, I’m the drought and flooding rains
I am the rock, I am the sky, the rivers when they run
The spirit of this great land, I am Australian

We are one, but we are many
And from all the lands on earth we come
We share a dream and sing with one voice:
I am, you are, we are Australian
I am, you are, we are Australian.

We are one ... We are many ... We are Australian!
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Song talks about:

● The Aboriginal people
● Convicts
● Settlers
● Diggers
● Multiculturalism

HISTORY OF THE GREAT SOUTHERN LAND:

● Early Greeks believed there to be a large continent there to balance the world
● Terra Australis Incognito (the unknown southland) was believed to be the home of

untold riches, causing early navigators and explorers to search for it o 1606: Spanish
explorer Pedro Fernandez de Quiros thought he had discovered the Great Southland, but
was instead the small island of Vanuatu.

Nonetheless he made the following proclamation:

"Let the heavens, the earth, the waters with all their creatures, and those present, witness
that I, Captain Pedro Ferdinand de Quiros ... in the name of Jesus Christ... hoist this
emblem of the holy cross on which His person was crucified and whereon He gave His life
for the ransom and remedy of all the human race ... on this day of Pentecost, 14th May ... I
take possession of all this part of the south as far as the pole in the name of Jesus ... which
from now on shall be called the southern land of the Holy Ghost ... and this always and
forever ... and to the end that to all natives, in all the said lands, the holy and sacred
evangel may be preached zealously and openly."

RICH ABORIGINAL HERITAGE AND CULTURE

Every nation, culture and people group have specific moments in their history that make up their
identity: Both positive and negative

Genesis 1‑3 reimagined in an Australian context

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the Earth. It was dark and formless, until
he put the sun in the sky. The sun beat down on this new land with relentless heat. At
night, the moon shone brilliantly, providing relief from the harsh heat of the day.

God spoke, and the ocean began to crash along the shore line, tentatively taking the early
steps of a rhythm that would repeat itself unceasingly for many millennia. The white sand
ebbed and flowed with the roaring water, right around this extensive and foreboding
southern land mass.

God spoke, and the ghost gums began to reach for the glorious blue skies; the wattle trees
and bottle brushes lent their exquisite colours to the vast green vegetation that was taking
shape; mangroves quivered in the cool ocean breeze for the first time, and gum nuts
dropped to the ground with subtle thuds that no one was around to hear.

God spoke, and stars were painted across the vast, seemingly endless sky. In their
apparently random placement, one constellation pointed south, another formed what
looked like the belt of a great warrior. There were too many to even begin to count.

God spoke, and creatures began to take shape in the vast oceans and rivers, and others
began to occupy the sky. Rainbow trout began to leap from their freshwater homes, and
great, majestic salmon swarmed along the coastline. The Great White sharks and the
crocodiles flexed their powerful and deadly jaws for the first time, their teeth a pure,
faultless white that had not yet tasted the flesh of another living creature. Dolphins
frolicked in the midst of the flourishing life, their simple joy putting them at risk of being
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accused of not taking such a momentous occasion more seriously. The Kookaburra
laughed at the unfolding events, and the majestict eagle soared overhead, watching as the
great southiand took shape.

God spoke, and the awkward waddle of the wombat was attempted for the first time. The
huge goanna sunned itself on a great rock in the vast desert. The Koala discovered the joy
of a simple eucalyptus leaf, and the kangaroo launched itself off its hind legs into this new
adventure called life.

God looked at all that he had made, and saw that it was very good!

I think sometimes we disconnect Australia from God, and we see His story played out in a far-off
land.

Australia is not a young country: This discounts the rich history and heritage of the aboriginal
people, and its true identity as a nation formed from the heart of our God

"I stood upon the rocky shore, I watched the tall ships come."
Compared with last scenes of Mel Gibson’s film “Apocalytpo”

Australia Day, for the Aboriginal People:
To many Aboriginal people there is little to celebrate and it is a commemoration of a deep loss.
Loss of their sovereign rights to their land, loss of family, loss of the right to practice their culture.
"Invasion Day", "Day of Mourning", "Survival Day."

REJECTION, LOSS OF IDENTITY

When Moses held those stone tablets over his head, the Aboriginal people were already thriving
across this great land.

"The first fleet did not transport God to Australia in 1788, along with the convicts. God
was already here, present and active a Creator and sustainer of every remote corner of
the earth. God was not indiscernible to Aboriginal people, a religious people who sought
to relate to their environment in spiritual terms. What the Christians among the white
settlers did bring, whether they realized it or not, was the knowledge of Christ."

John Harris: One Blood - (book out of print, ebook available on iBooks and Amazon)

Acts 17:22‑29

 "22 So Paul, standing before the council, addressed them as follows: "Men of Athens, I
notice that you are very religious in every way, 23 for as I was walking along I saw your
many shrines. And one of your altars had this inscription on it: 'To an Unknown God”.'This
God, whom you worship without knowing, is the one I'm telling you about. 24 "He is the
God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord of heaven and earth, he
doesn't live in man‑made temples, 25 and human hands can't serve his needs‑for he has no
needs. He himself gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need. 26 From
one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand
when they should rise and fall, and he determined their boundaries. 27 His purpose was
for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and
find him ‑ though he is not far from any one of us. 28 For in him we live and move
and exist. As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.' 29 And since this is
true, we shouldn't think of God as an idol designed by craftsmen from gold or silver or
stone."

● Paul's interaction with the people of Athens is the heart that was needed in this country, and
is needed today

● A recognition of aboriginal culture, a realization of their desire to know the God who
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created them
● Talk about Phillip Pailis

IF WE ARE TO EVER BE A STRONG NATION, WE NEED TO RECOGNISE OUR RICH
HERITAGE THAT REACHES BACK WAY BEFORE THE CAUSE FOR OUR CELEBRATION
TODAY

The Convict Struggle & Gallipoli

● reflected in the lyric of Chumbawambas song: "I get knocked down, but I get up again"

The hardship experienced in Australia's history is still present in our culture

● The convicts were brought here against their will, their freedom, families and future gone
● Build something out of nothing
● Harsh environment compared to England
● Gallipoli - We celebrate this, but essentially the campaign was a huge failure

REJECTION, LOSS OF IDENTITY

2 Corinthians 4:8‑9

"8 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not
driven to despair. 9 We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but
we are not destroyed."

Such opposition either breeds strength and passion or anger and bitterness o Australia thinks itself
a lot bigger than what it really is‑We need to be real about who we are, and be faithful stewards of
the responsibility and influence and resources we are blessed to have

Multi‑Culturalism

Casey's TV show idea 10 pound poms One generation later, many of their descendants have turned
their backs on refugees In this day and age, politics and money should NEVER come before people

Acts 17:26

" 26 From one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. He decided beforehand
when they should rise and fall, and he determined their boundaries."

● Every human being created in the image of God
● Jesus came to destroy labels
● Casey talks about how growing up in Bankstown, the white kids felt like they had no culture,

and would get teased for this.
● This begs the question: "Who are we?"

REJECTION, LOSS OF IDENTITY

"We share a dream, we sing with one voice"

● We share a dream that can only be fulfilled in Christ
● Our voice needs to be one unified by the love that Christ displayed for us on the cross
● Australia's cultural roots are in rejection, and loss of identity: God invites us to intimacy

and brings about restoration
● Identity apart from rejection o Children o Friends o Image bearers o Purposefully knit

together o Fearfully and wonderfully made
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PRAYER FOR AUSTRALIA

● Open prayer for Australia
● Prayer for those who are struggling with rejection and subsequently identity


